
 
 
June 20, 2018 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Friends, 
 
 
Just two weeks ago we celebrated the ordinations of four of our brothers at Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel Parish in San Ysidro, California.  It was a concrete way we could claim 
our own identity as immigrants and send a strong message that we stand with 
immigrants today. 
 
I bring to your attention another opportunity to make this stance again, at a time when 
our government has now separated 2,300 children from their parents who seek safety 
and asylum at our borders.  It is an action of PICO California and it happens at the very 
same place:  Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish in San Ysidro. 
 
For those unfamiliar with PICO, it is now an international network of faith-based 
community organizing founded by Fr. John Baumann, S.J., of Jesuits West.   
 
If you can attend one or more of their events listed below, this would be a wonderful 
way of showing your solidarity with our immigrant brothers and sisters at this heart-
wrenching time.  For those of us who cannot attend, let us hold these events in our 
prayers.  And let us all consider how we might leverage our relationships and resources 
to move our country to welcome the stranger as Jesus calls us to do. 
 
Gratefully yours, 

 
Scott Santarosa, S.J. 
Provincial 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 



 
 

#Freedom4OurChildren 

Statewide Action to End Family Separation & Incarceration of Our 
Children 

THIS Friday, June 22nd + Saturday, June 23rd + Sunday, June 24th 

 US / Mexico International Border in San Diego, CA 
 
Dear PICO California partners and allies: 
 
We will not stand by while children are traumatized and families are separated in our name. 
 
Our children do not belong in cages. Children belong in our families, in our communities, and in healthy, safe 
environments where they can thrive.  
 
We are calling upon our allies and partners to join us THIS WEEK in the family separation zone near the US / 
Mexico Border, where state-sponsored traumatization and family separation is taking place.  
 
We will gather on Friday 6/22 evening at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic Church (2020 Alaquinas Dr, San 
Ysidro, CA 92173) for a call to action and Interfaith Service. We are looking into space in the church hall where 
people coming in from outside San Diego can sleep overnight (bring sleeping bags). More info on this soon.  
 
On Saturday morning 6/23, we will hold morning prayer, a teach-in, and a prep meeting at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Catholic Church, and then we will hold a large march and faith rally in the family separation zone. On 
Saturday evening, we will have a candlelight vigil in the family separation zone, and on Sunday 6/24 the action will 
continue.  
 
Please help us spread the word. 
 
We will call upon Congress and our leaders to:  

1. Immediately end the inhumane and immoral practice of separating children from their parents  
2. Immediately reunite the over 2,000 children who have been torn apart from their mothers and fathers  
3. End the inhumane practice of incarcerating children in our country  
4. Replace the current system of childhood incarceration rooted in punishment and profit with a new system 

rooted in restorative justice and healing 
LET OUR CHILDREN GO! 
 
To the terrified children and grieving parents whose families have torn apart, we say: “We see you.” We see your 
humanity and the love that has impelled you to seek a more secure future. Our hearts break with you and for you. 
 
To Attorney General Sessions and other federal officials who have devised this ‘zero-compassion’ policy at the 
border, and to all those complicit in implementing it, we say: “Not on our watch.” 
 
We call on you to stand with us, and to defund this immoral system of family separation.  
 

 


